
St. Lawrence Cruise 
September 15 – 27, 2025  

Viking 
 
Monday, September 15 – Head for Montreal 
 

 
 
 
 Up rather late of a get-away day – 7:30. Out of the 
house in good time to get to the Graduate Hotel.  Van pulls in 
just as Randy is leaving.  Randy turns around and comes back.  
Load van and driver follows Randy to UC garage.  Get to the 
airport in plenty of time.  Check in and go to Bruegger’s for 
brunch (Jan has half of her herby Turrkkey bagel from 
yesterday).  Smooth flight to Montreal.  Passport line is a bit 
long, but it moves pretty fast.  Find the Viking representative 
right outside of baggage claim.  Wait a bit for the Viking bus, 
but it comes and takes us to the boat.  Go through check-in line 
there.  Get a short safety briefing and have a glass of 
champagne.  Go up to our room and find our luggage already 
there.  Miss history lecture but go to port talk about activities 
for tomorrow.  Head for dinner.  Back in our room, we listen to 
the lecture we missed on the TV.  Then get ready for bed. 
 
Tuesday, September 16 – Montreal 
 Up early for a 7:45 departure for the city tour.  Quick breakfast and then onto the 
bus.  Bus driver and guide are not quite on the same page for directions.  Go by McGill 
University and up into the rich portion of town and up onto Mount Royal.  Finish up by going 
to the Notre Dame Bascillica, a church with a beautiful interior.  Back to the boat for 
lunch and a bit of boat exploration.  Sit in the onge chrs by the pool for a while and then 
wlak the sun deck.  Take the walking/archetectual tour of town with its limestone 
buildings.  End up at Notre Dame Bascillica again.  Walk back to the boat and get there in 
time for the evening lecture about the business phases of the city.  Eat dinner, shop the 
jewelry shop, listen to the piano in the attrium, and go to the welcome presentation of the 



crew.  Before the presentation, the concert singers plus a band entertain.  After the 
introductions, various soloists sing.  After it all, we head for bed. 
 
Wednesday, September 17 – Quebec 
 First tour of the day is to a Wendat Village.  On the way, we stop at Kabir Kanba 
Cliff Waterfall, a rather small water sluice. At the village, we walk through and are shown 
replicas of long houses, sweat tents (lodges?), drying racks, and teepees.  Excellent tour 
with knowledgeable guide.  Back to the boat for lunch and some journaling.  City tour 
ending up at the Frontenac Hotel.  Walk over to and up and down the art street.  Walk by 
some craft booths around the church and get Jan a cape.  Back to the bus and to the ship.  
Get a glass of wine and attend a rather bad lecture on the great lakes.  Go to dinner and 
then attend a concert of ABBA hits.  It was great.  Then to bed. 
 
Thursday, September 18 – Whale watching 
 Overnight, the boat has sailed up a fjord on the north side of the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence.  We take the whale watching tour in the morning.  On the way to the boat, we 
stop at a wooden covered bridge.  Get on the boat about half way down the fjord.  See 
many belugas (off in the distance) on the way out to the gulf.  In the gulf, see fin (back) 
whales including some that surfaced a number of times near the boat.  Have a bag lunch on 
the boat.  On the way back, see anther fin whale just as we were entering the fjord and 
then a number of belugas through the fjord. 
 Back in the room, Jan naps and Randy journals. Dinner and listen to “The sounds of 
the south” (country music), the evening’s entertainment.  The boat sails out of the fjord 
after dark, unfortunately.    
 
Friday, September 19 – Day at Sea 
 Skip breakfast and stay in bed.  Get a late breakfast on the foredeck and then a 
later lunch.  At lunch, it was announced that the waves were too high and that we would not 
be docking at Gaspe.  And therefore our trip to Perce and I’lle Bonaventure was cancelled.  
Luckily, we had been there before with our car trip around the Gaspe Peninsula in 1999.  
Attend a lecture on the effects of the American Revolution and the immigration to 
Quebec by the Loyalists.  Then a second lecture on the economic development of the 
Gaspe Peninsula.  Finally dinner and a good concert by Heather Ivy. 
 
Saturday, September 20 – An unexpected Day at Sea 
 Up latte, breakfast, and go to a cooking demonstration.  Have lunch and walk the 
sundeck.  Attend a lecture about the War of 1812 that ended up a draw – nothing changed.  
Port talk is about Halifax even though we won’t be there until the day after tomorrow.  
Attend a lecture about islands in literature … not very interesting.  Fish and chips for 
dinner.  The evening concert is “Duets” by the vocalists. 
  
Sunday, September 21 – Sail to Halifax 



 Sleep in again and have a late breakfast on the foredeck.  Go to a lecture on opals.  
Then go to the jewelry shop and look at the opals there.  They are all very big.   Then look 
at the emeralds.  Find a small emerald surrounded with diamonds.  Buy it for Jan. 
 Up to the pool and have lunch poolside.  They bring us a whiskey sour.  Attend two 
afternoon lectures: the first about the population and economic history of Halifax and the 
second about the effects of the Civil War on Canada.  Watch a documentary about the 
discovery of an ancient indigenous girl found in a cenote in the Yucatan.  Eat dinner in the 
restaurant.  Finish the day with a concert of Bond theme songs.  
 
Monday, September 22 – Halifax 
 Up for a day long bus ride to places we already visited in our Maritime Provence trip 
in 2018.  First stop, the public gardens still with the dahlia display.  Couldn’t find the Becky 
dahlia this time.  Then drive up to the Citadel but don’t get out.  Then on to Peggy’s Cove.  
Get out and eat at the restaurant right by the lighthouse.  Walk on the rocks for a bit and 
then into the craft shops.  Then back on the bus and to the Fairview Cemetery where the 
recovered victims of the Titanic are buried.  Back on the boat for a glass of wine and 
crumpets.  Barbeque for dinner.  Eat poolside and listen to the band until it gets too loud.  
Back to the room and bed.  
  
Tuesday, September 23 – Day at Sea 
 Sleep in.  We are not as far from Halifax s we expected to be but we hear that the 
boat had to turn around for some reason that wasn’t explained.  Get up in time for 
breakfast.  Hear a talk on the American Revolution (we are coming into Boston after all).  
Walk the deck for five laps.  Have lunch poolside and a nap.  Then a lecture on “Boston – 
The Silicon Valley of the Northeast.”  Get a glass of wine for tea along with the tea 
goodies.  Evening feature was the “Sounds of the Seventies.” 
 
Wednesday, September 24 – Boston 
 Dock in Boston overnight.  Quickly go through passport control early in the morning.  
Get a yellow sticker on our room key card to indicate that we passed.  Walk the deck in 
the morning while the ship is not moving and while the crew is going through safety drills.  
After lunch, go on a bus tour of downtown Boston with all the traffic. Sky is overcast.  
Walk up and down Beacon Hill in a light rain.  Back to the boat for a lecture on Ronald 
Reagan’s presidency.  After dinner is a concert of musical hits. 
 
Thursday, September 25 – Boston Duck Tour 
 Morning tour is in hard rain in a “Duck,” a World War II type vehicle that is both a 
motor vehicle on land and a powered boat in the water.  Hit some of the same land 
highlights as yesterday’s bus tour on the land portion but then boat up the Charles river to 
Harvard.  Quite fun. 
 Back on the boat for lunch as it pushes off for New York.  Attend lectures about 
Immigration and NYC and Virginia Hall, the one legged spy.  After dinner is a concert and 



the farewell reception.  The concert features Beatle hits.  Find out about our departure … 
way too early. 
 
Friday, September 26 – New York City 
 Come into New York City in the morning passing the Verrazano Narrows Bride, the 
Statue of Liberty, and Ellis Island.  Very clear day to this entry into New York.  Eat a 
quick lunch and take the Manhattan Highlights tour.  Tours around the lower part of the 
island.  Can’t see much or recognize much from the bus.  Stop at the September 11 
memorial.  Quite sobering.  Back to the boat for a quick dinner and take off on the City 
Lights and Empire State Building tour.  Stop in Brooklyn to view Manhattan at sunset.  
Then over to the Empire State building for a skyscraper view of the city.  Finally a stop at 
Times Square where we walk around for a bit.  Gt back at about 10:30 when our backs were 
supposed to be out at 10:00.  Oh, well, we will drag them out tomorrow. 
 
Saturday, September 27 – Coming Home 
 

 
 
 Breakfast opens at 6:00 am today. Get there and back to the room.  Haul our 
luggage to the theater by our required time of 7:45.  There is a large number of groups 
that all have to be there by that time.  We’re lucky to be one of the first groups called.  
Drag our luggage off the ship into the warehouse at the port.  Find that everyone else’s 
luggage is there and that they then have to find theirs.  We’re almost lucky that we have 
dragged it from our room.  Get on the bus, get to airport, and get checked in.  Our flight 
isn’t until 2:30.  So we have plenty of time to sit around airport.  Flight is delayed, changes 
gates, and is delayed some more (such that another flight uses the gate we were changed 
to before we do).  Finally get an aircraft and get to Cincinnati.  Get the van at the airport 
and are taken to the UC garage. Get some dinner and finally get home. 


